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Rembrandt van Rijn
1606–1669



The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulp (1632)



Who Was Rembrandt?

Dutch painter, widely regarded as one of the greatest 
artists in history

Painted many portraits, which sells for million of US dollars 
today!

Rembrandt died in 1669

Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam has the largest collection



How nice it would be if Rembrandt was still alive …



If he was still alive …

What would he paint?



In 2016, ING, together with J. Walter Thompson 
and Microsoft worked on a project …



THE NEXT

REMBRANDT

BRINGING BACK THE GREAT MASTER
TO CREATE ONE MORE PAINTING



The Next Rembrandt (2016, 148 million pixels)



T he Next R embrandt is a computer-generated 

painting created from data.



T he Next R embrandt came into being via 

artificial intelligence.

the artist was made redundant!



AI Transformed The Arts

AI became a force in the arts, connecting various disciplines 
and media, and expanding the range of artistic possibilities.

Google organised a community of artists and engineers to 
explore how creative practices are being transformed (the Arts 
and Machine Intelligence program).













30 Nov 2022: ChatGPT Released



5 Dec 2022: 1 million users



5 Jan 2023: Ban ChatGPT!

https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2023/01/05/nyc-schools-ban-chatgpt/


12 Jan 2023: Should We Ban ChatGPT?



18 May 2023: Remove ChatGPT Ban!

https://www.businessinsider.com/nyc-public-schools-reverse-ban-on-chatgpt-in-the-classroom-2023-5
https://www.forbes.com/sites/anafaguy/2023/05/18/new-york-city-public-schools-reverses-chatgpt-ban/


https://www.theverge.com/2024/8/29/24231685/openai-chatgpt-200-million-weekly-users


https://www.theverge.com/2024/12/4/24313097/chatgpt-300-million-weekly-users?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Future of Jobs Report 2025

World Economic Forum





https://www.zdnet.com/article/tech-giants-hatch-a-plan-for-ai-job-losses-reskill-95-million-in-10-years/


https://edition.cnn.com/2024/04/05/business/ai-job-losses/index.html


https://www.forbes.com/sites/maryroeloffs/2024/05/02/almost-65000-job-cuts-were-announced-in-april-and-ai-was-blamed-for-the-most-losses-ever/


https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2024/mar/27/ai-apocalypse-could-take-away-almost-8m-jobs-in-uk-says-report


https://hbr.org/2023/08/ai-wont-replace-humans-but-humans-with-ai-will-replace-humans-without-ai




The Age of AI



1: AI Is NOT New

The term “artificial intelligence” was coined at a workshop 
held at Dartmouth College in 1956.

It was coined by one of the organisers, John McCarthy.

This workshop is a key milestone in the history of AI.



2: AI Is NOT Magic, It’s Mathematics

The areas of mathematics important in AI are:

• Linear algebra

• Probability and statistics

• Calculus

• Numerical analysis



3: AI Will Improve



4: There Are Two Categories of AI



5: We’ve Already Been Using AI

Spam filters

Predictive text and autocorrect

Search engine algorithms

Recommendation systems

Virtual assistants

Social media feeds

Facial recognition

Moderna and Pfizer 

Covid vaccines!



Machine Learning



Natural Language Processing



Computer Vision



Robotics



6: AI Is Often Used Bundled

E.g., the augmented reality feature in the Google Translate allows a 
user to point their camera at text on a sign or menu:

1. then using computer vision to detect and recognize the text

2. natural language processing to translate it

3. machine learning to improve translation accuracy over time 
based on feedback and context



Most companies will not have a choice but to 
adopt AI and adopt digital at the core functions.

7: You Cannot Avoid AI



Foundational innovations with extensive use cases.

They reshape economies, societies, geopolitics, and even our 
physical surroundings.

Other examples of general-purpose technology?

8: AI is a General-Purpose Technology



The Internet drastically lowered the cost of 
information transmission.

AI has drastically lowered the cost of cognition.

9: AI Has Transformed the Economy



In many of the largest companies today, AI run 
the show.

10: AI Should Do Most of the Work



A digital mindset is a set of attitudes and behaviours that enable 
people and organisations to see how data, algorithms, and AI open 
up new possibilities and to chart a path for success in a business 
landscape increasingly dominated by data-intensive and intelligent 
technologies.

11: Everyone Needs a Digital Mindset





12: Preparation of University Graduates

Universities are only now getting started 
preparing students for a world with artificial 
intelligence.



In Conclusion …

What kind of librarian do you want to be in the Age of 
Artificial Intelligence?

How do I want to equip myself?  What AI competencies do I 
want to learn?  What investments am I willing to put in?






